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In 2014, a rape case led to protest in Kenya’s capital Nairobi. People stood up
against sexual assaults that were justified by supposedly 'too explicit
clothing'. The protest’s hashtag #mydressmychoice spread through social
media and had also sensitized people in Tanzania to gender-based violence
and unequal treatment and stir up debates in social media. Like elsewhere,
Tanzanian women are at risk of harassment when dressing in a way that is
perceived to be too provocative, for example, while walking along the market
or the bus station.
 
Conservative positions, on the other hand, support dress codes, arguing that
they are in line with Tanzanian cultural norms and preserve the necessary
decency and respect.
In many public buildings and at universities, there are dress codes that can be
read on signboards at the entrance, containing guidelines for both men and
women. However, more often than men, women are refused entry, told to
dress more appropriately or to put on a khanga.
 
In June 2021, a controversial incident occurred in the Tanzanian parliament:
TH speaker of parliament, Job Ndugai, told Female MP Condester Sichalwe to
leave the National Assembly and come back when being "properly dressed".
The kick-out was triggered by a complaint from a male colleague who felt
that Sichwale's pants were "too tight." A few hours after the incident, the
Tanzanian government published a dressing guideline for public servants, and
it turned out that Sichalwe's outfit had complied with the regulations.
 
We will talk to MP Condester Sichalwe and journalist Elsie Eyakuze about the
dimensions of gender discrimination, arbitrariness, and abuse of power that
this subject entails.
 
We start with some short stories that we collected from Tanzanian women
before entering the discussion with our guests.
 
The NetTalk will be held in English.
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